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Militarism
New military technologies

Arms race between countries

Glorification of war



Agreements to 

aide each 

other if 

attacked

Most nations 

sign secret 

alliances

Allies & Central Powers

Alliances



Key

Central Powers

Allied Powers

Neutral

The Balkans



Imperialism

Competition 

for colonies

Many 

smaller 

wars over 

territory



Nationalism
French-German border conflicts

Ethnic nationalism in the Balkans





Assassination of Franz Ferdinand, 

heir to Austria-Hungary’s throne 

Austria 

declares 

war on 

Serbia

Allies all 

jump in

Immediate Cause





Germany was the main 

aggressor of WWI.  

Britain and France declared 

war when Germany invaded 

Belgium





A Global War

By the end of 1914, not only Europe was at war, but also all of 

Europe’s colonies in Asia, Africa and South America. 



Battles of WWI



Can you find all the new 

technologies of war?



• The development of tanks in World War I was a response to 

the stalemate that had developed on the Western Front.

• The first use of tanks on the battlefield was the use 

of British Mark I tanks at the Battle of the Somme on 15 

September 1916, with mixed results; many broke down, but 

nearly a third succeeded in breaking through.



Both sides used aircraft for 

observation, limited bombing, and 

air battles

Airplanes were slow, clumsy, and 

unreliable,



WWI was the first major war to use 

chemical weapons 

Mustard Gas and Chlorine Gas were the 

two most popular weapons: They caused 

suffocation, blindness, and death



Other Weapons:
• The Machine Gun -It was used by 

both sides, hundreds of rounds a 

minute could be shot by one 

person.

• Flame Throwers

• Other heavy artillery



Battles on the Western Front



Conditions of Warfare

Trench warfare was made popular during WWI.

Soldiers dug huge holes and tunnels in the ground

where they slept, ate, attacked, and died.  











Life in the Trenches

Now, you will read over the handout “life in the trenches.”

After examining each box, you will be writing a letter home as 

if you were fighting in World War I about life in the 

trenches.    

Include at least 7 things that describe what life was like 

living in the trenches.





Russia’s 

Revolution
1. Vladimir Lenin 

leads the communist 

Bolsheviks

2. Overthrow the Czar

3. Sign the Treaty of 

Brest-Litovsk with 

Germany in 1918





America Joins the War

Most of America is 

isolationist

President Wilson 

campaigns on 

keeping America 

out of war



Germany was the first to use submarine warfare against its enemies

In order to prevent Britain (its enemy) from trading and receiving 

supplies, Germany threatened to attack any ship that come 

within striking distance of Britain’s coast
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Sinking of the Lusitania
The passenger ship Lusitania 

sunk by German 

U-boat in 1915

Kills 1000 & 130 Americans

Germany apologized and pledged to 

end unrestricted submarine warfare.



The Zimmerman Telegraph





The Zimmerman Telegraph
Secret message from Germany to Mexico

Proposes an alliance against the US

Mexico would declare war on America 

and get lost territory after victory

Causes an outrage in America





The Zimmerman Telegraph





The 14 Points
1. Woodrow Wilson’s 

plan for a long 

lasting peace

2. Conflicts with 

Europeans desire to 

punish Germany







The Treaty of Versailles

1. …forced to accept full 

responsibility for war

2. …loses all its territories 

3. …must pay reparation 

payments to the Allies

4. … must only have a very 

limited military

Germany… 



The Mandate System
1. Great Britain and France divide up Middle East

2. British take Iraq, Jordan, and Palestine

3. France 

takes Syria 

and 

Lebanon


